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Steve Farber, left, and Ron Bernstein, also on swing, first met as

: a Denver Post / Glenn Asakawa
raise money for new playground equipment for Colfax and other
students at coﬂax Elementary. Decades later, the pair helped schools in low-income neighborhoods.

Playground project swings high

Schoolyards get new equipment, turf
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Fifty years ago, Ron Bernstein
and Steve Farber played baseball
on a dirt lot near a couple of swing
sets at the Colfax Elementary
School playground.

knees from the
broken asphalt and gravel.

Today, the once-neglected lot in
west Denver has been transform-
ed with brightly colored play-
ground equipment and lush turf

through a partnership between
Denver Public Schools, the city,
the state, private foundations and
alumni.

“Until six months ago, this play-
ground was exactly the same as
when | was a kid," recalled Far-
ber, a Denver attorney. “The im-
prevement is unbelievable and
well-deserved for these children.”

Farber and Bernstein, director
of the Mayor's Office of Economic

Development, joined the ambi-
tious project to replace outdated
playgrounds at elementary
schools in 23 low-income neigh-
borhoods

Mayor Wellington Webb first
learned of the condition of
;.he Colfa:: ugl;ygmund' thr;)lm
etter-wr ca by

dents. When he visi II%e school,

Webb was impressed with the

$800 in coins raised by the stu-
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dents to start the work on the
playground,

The Colfax playground is part
of the $9.8 million project city-
wide. Last year, supporters who
call themselves the “Learning
Landscape Alliance,” guietly re-
placed nine playgrounds.

The goal is lo complete seven

vgrounds (his year, and
itional seven in 2003. Each
p!aygruund costs $400,000 to
$500,000, including equipment, ir-
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