First-graders at Herbert Munroe Flementary in Denver play Tuesday
with the gravel covering the schools field. Principal Jody Cohn is afraid
the school might not get a new grass field this vear if the Denver Water
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| “The question (board raembers)
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their goals of saving water and set
| smart priorities. In the end, you
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“Whatever decisions the board
makes tomorrow will hurt some-
body's business,” said Liz Gardener,
conservation manager for Denver
Water: “Nothing about a drought is

Munroe Principal Jody Cohn says
it also is unfair that students at her
school are forced to wade through
pea gravel to play soccer. Each
evening as she leaves school, she
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Board restricts watering and installing sod. Physical education instructor
Eric Berghom said the grass field *would give the children a safer place to
play.” The gravelarea is used for running and field events.
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The changes also could prevent
the school district from landscap-
ing around new schools and class-
room additions. Though not part of
Learning Landscape, some of these
spots also serve Denver’s poorest
neighborhoods.

Water board members have
tough decisions ahead, said Tom
Eaesemeyer, executive director of
the Gates Foundation, one of the
Learning Landscapes’ many bene-
factors.

He hopes those decisions favor
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sees children playing in the street.
Last year a little boy was killed near
the school when a car hit his bike.

“It’s very bleak,” Cohn said.

Norma Saenz, a sthool secretary
who lives in the neighborhood, says
the nearest green space, Garfield
Park, 15 50 far away she sometimes
drives her 4-year-cld son there in-
stead of walking.

“As a parent,” she says, "I would
lke to know my child is here, playing
closeto home.”
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