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Project to construct new
playgrounds in full swing.

By Vhﬁlmr l(tmlk\

ROUKY SOUNTAIT 4EWS

Hundreds of chiidren jumped,
shouted and Jaughed as they took
over & new playground Tuesday at
the Smith Renaissance School of
the Arts ini Denver,

Some were getting (heir st
chance th use the basketball coust,
which was painted in bright purple,
green and yellow,

“I didn’t know there was going to
be a playground. 1 didn't know, so i
was surprised.” safd third-grader
Fauardo Bolello, 8.

“1 tike when you go end swing itke
thia." le said, waving his hands ag if
hewesre on g swing.

1t wasn't clear who wis happier,
the chiidren or the adults gathered
on the grass.

“This facility reduces discipline
problems, infuries, vandalism and
imore important, it allows teachers
Lo have more time on teaching kids

_. When they get back to the class-
reom. (the children) are calmer and
they are ready to learn.” said Tom
Kaesemeyer. execulive director of

the Gales Family Foundation, ope

of the insiitutions involved in fnane

ing The Leaming Landscape
project.

The alliance of publie and private
irterests plans to spend $9.5 million
on neighborhood playgrounds. Six-
ieen Have been funded, and another
eight will be completed in 2003,

“The neighborhood really takes

pride tn this. This becomes their

They take care of It sald Lols

Brink, assoclate professor of land-
seape and architecture at the Uni-
verzity of Colorado and 4 founder Of
Lhe program.

Brink zald the eity donates 81 mil-
lion ayear 4o build the playgrounds.

“Making the playgrounds asround
our schoois Inok better and more
funetional not only helps schoaols,
but also helps neighborhoods .
and is best for the children of our
city.” said Mayor Wellington Webh.

Andehiidren like it,

“T like the swings and the siides,”
sald fourth-grader Tasharios Mc-
Palls, 8. adding, "and 1 like the grass
and 1like the sidewalk beeause of all
the colors.”




